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Quantum computing could change the world. It could transform 

medicine, break encryption and revolutionise communications and 

artificial intelligence. We are delighted to welcome you to the premiere 

of WIRED Pulse: Quantum, a virtual event designed for a wider public 

that breaks down the complex topic of quantum computing through a 

series of top-level, digestible talks on the transformative technology 

set to change the way we live.

 We will meet the key pioneers who are shaping the way quantum 

computing will impact the world, including: whurley (William Hurley) 

founder and CEO of Strangeworks, a quantum computing startup 

that makes the power of quantum computing easily accessible and 

available to all; Dr Ilana Wisby, the founding CEO of Oxford Quantum 

Circuits, the UK’s premier player in the quantum revolution; Deborah 

Frincke, an associate laboratory director guiding Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory’s research and development of science-based solutions to 

complex national security and economic threats, and more.

Thank you to our wonderful speakers, and to you for joining. We hope 

you enjoy the programme.

Welcome to  
WIRED Pulse: Quantum
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Useful  
 information
Read these pages for  
 key information  
 about WIRED Events

Internet and quality

Although WIRED has 

invested in a stable and  

well-produced live 

broadcast platform, as with 

all virtual conferences, your 

internet speed impacts the 

quality of the broadcast. 

We advise shutting down all 

other applications that are 

using your home internet – 

especially streaming and  

any heavy downloads.

Log in early

Registered attendees  

will be sent their login 

details at least the day 

prior to the event – 

we recommend that you 

log in and familiarise 

yourself with the portal  

in order to ensure a 

smooth experience.  

If you haven’t received  

your details, email 

events@wired.co.uk. 

Live broadcast

WIRED is delighted  

to broadcast the show

live from London.  

Most of the speakers  

are logging in and presenting 

live – as we would at all 

WIRED events. Log in live 

with us, to get  

the full experience of  

‘being in the same room 

together’, and engage  

with other viewers.

Viewing directions

Log into the CrowdComms 

platform using the email  

you used at purchase.  

Upon creation of your 

password, click on “Watch 

the Broadcast”. Submit  

your questions for the 

speakers on the Q&A box 

and introduce yourself  

on the chat. Use the picture-

in-picture feature for 

viewing ease.
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The future of quantum technology

> May 7, 2021 <

14:27 BST / 15:27 CET

Opening remarks
Greg Williams, Editor-in-Chief, WIRED UK

14:28 BST / 15:28 CET

Welcome
Amit Katwala, Senior Editor, WIRED UK

14:31 BST / 15:31 BST

Bringing quantum’s massive potential  
to the masses

William whurley, Founder & CEO, Strangeworks

14:47 BST / 15:47 CET

Cybersecurity in the quantum age
Deborah Frincke, Associate Laboratory Director for National  

Security Sciences at Oak Ridge National Laboratory

15:03 BST / 16:03 BST

The quantum revolution in healthcare  
and business

Christopher Savoie, CEO & Co-founder, Zapata Computing

15:20 BST / 16:20 CET

The path to quantum reality
Pete Shadbolt, Co-founder, PsiQuantum

15:32 BST / 16:32 CET

How to build a quantum computer
Ilana Wisby, Founding CEO, Oxford Quantum Circuits

15:47 BST / 16:47 CET

Developing a quantum ecosystem
Leonie Mueck, Chief Product Officer, Riverlane

16:02 BST / 17:02 CET

Closing remarks
Amit Katwala, Senior Editor, WIRED UK

Agenda

wired.uk/events events@wired.co.uk



Meet the 2021

Speaker Faculty

The WIRED editorial team have curated a  
speaker faculty comprising innovators, founders,  

 scientists and disruptors who are 
 transforming the world with quantum technology.

wired.uk/events events@wired.co.uk
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whurley  

(William Hurley)

Founder and CEO, 

Strangeworks

whurley is the founder

and CEO of quantum

computing startup,

Strangeworks, a  

company making the 

power of quantum 

computing easily 

accessible and available 

to all. He is also an 

Eisenhower Fellow, and 

innovator in Residence

at the Sloan School of

Management at MIT.

Deborah Frincke PhD

Associate Laboratory

Director, National

Security Sciences

Directorate, Oak  

Ridge National 

Laboratory (ORNL)

Dr Frincke guides 

ORNL’s research and 

development of science-

based solutions to 

complex national security 

and economic threats. 

Previously, she was the 

Research Director and 

Science Advisor for the 

National Security Agency.

Christopher Savoie

CEO and Co-founder, 

Zapata Computing

A published scholar in

medicine, biochemistry 

and computer science, 

and the original inventor 

of AAOSA, the natural 

language interface 

technology used to 

develop Apple’s Siri, 

Savoie’s research and 

business interests over  

the years have focused  

on the intersection  

of machine learning,  

biology, and chemistry.

Leonie Mueck

Chief Product  

Officer, Riverlane

As the Chief Product 

Officer at quantum 

software-startup 

Riverlane, Mueck is 

responsible for building,

commercialising and

marketing Riverlane’s

product lines. Mueck

has eight years’ 

experience in quantum

technologies and

business development and 

holds a PhD in quantum 

chemistry.
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Ilana Wisby

Founding CEO, 

Oxford Quantum Circuits

Dr Ilana Wisby is the

founding CEO of Oxford

Quantum Circuits, the

UK’s premier player in the

quantum revolution.  

She is also an advisor to  

the WEF’s new Future 

Council on Quantum  

and a champion for 

women in technology  

and leadership.

Pete Shadbolt

Co-founder and CSO,

PsiQuantum

Shadbolt oversees 

the application and 

implementation of 

all technology and 

scientific related policies 

and procedures at 

PsiQuantum, a Palo 

Alto-based startup 

building a general-

purpose silicon photonic 

quantum computer.

Amit Katwala

Senior Editor,  

WIRED UK

Katwala is an award-

winning journalist,  

editor and author.  

He edits the culture  

coverage online, works 

on the Start section of 

the magazine, appears 

regularly on the WIRED 

podcast and writes 

features about science, 

technology and culture.
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Now on sale  
from Random  
House Business 

Follow us on 
@WIREDUK 
@WIREDInsiderUK 

 Quantum Computing 
 WIRED’s latest book
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Quantum computing  

has been hailed as a  

technological game- 

changer. But what 

precisely is it and what 

is its true potential? In 

this superbly insightful, 

one-stop guide WIRED 

journalist Amit Katwala 

tells you everything  

you need to know about 

the next .computer 

revolution, and explains 

the highly complex 

science that lies behind 

it. He describes the 

competing efforts of 

the likes of Google, 

Microsoft and Chinese 

companies Tencent and 

Alibaba to create a viable 

quantum computer, 

and the different routes 

they have taken to meet 

the immense technical 

challenges involved. 

He considers the 

technology’s potential 

application in spheres 

as diverse as medicine, 

cyber security and clean 

energy. And he addresses 

the fundamental 

question: how close are 

we to seeing quantum 

computers become a 

widespread reality? The 

book is now available in 

print, digital and audio.

wired.uk/events
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Get in touch with WIRED

Greg Williams

Editor-In-Chief

Jessica Taylor

Events Marketing 

Manager

Ellen Garlick

Client Account 

Delivery Manager

Victoria Turk

Features  

Editor

James 

Temperton

Digital Editor

Amit Katwala

Senior Editor

Annie McGill

Events and 

Marketing 

Co-ordinator

Van Anh Nguyen

Events Manager

Andrew Diprose

Group Creative 

Director

Mike Dent

Managing  

Editor

Nick Sargent

Publishing 

Director

Kim Vigilia

Head of Strategy 

and Experience

Christopher 

Warren

Sponsorship

Director 
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Ben Page 
Chief Executive, 
Ipsos MORI

Peter Smith 
Author of Bad 
Buying; ex Head 
of Procurement 
for Natwest

J U L  8

Noreena Hertz 
Economist and  
 author of The 
Lonely Century

M A Y  2 5

 Carissa Véliz 
 Associate 
Professor in 
Philosophy, 
Institute for 
Ethics in AI at 
the University  
 of Oxford

A P R  2 2

Christian Brose 
 Author of The  
 Kill Chain and  
Chief Strategy 
Officer, Anduril

J U N  2 1Sana 
Khareghani 
Deputy Director, 
Head Office 
for Artificial 
Intelligence, 
Office for 
Artificial 
Intelligence
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 Shimona Mehta 
Head of EMEA,  
 Shopify
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